INTRODUCTION 

0.1 Orthography 

The orthography in this paper basically follows that which 
had been agreed upon between Ali Arif, the former president of 
the Territory of the Afar and Issas (Djibouti), and Miss Enid 
Parker, then of the Afar Literature Project under the Institute 
of Ethiopian Studies in Addis Ababa. Their purpose was to stan- 
dardize one form which could be used on normal typewriters. Other 
systems represent the pharyngeals and retroflex d differently. I 
have made one variation in using d for the retroflex el rather than 
their digraph dh. This change avoids confusion with d and h as 
separate phonemes. The purpose of the following chart of Afar 
phonemes is to facilitate reading the examples in the text. 
Phonological details will be discussed below. The examples in the 
text are given in phonemic script unless otherwise indicated. Two 
phonetic rules should also be mentioned to help read examples. A 
sentence-final stressed vowel is aspirated, a'beh he did; and 
consonants which close syllables are released, akh'me i eat (see 
11.2. 16. a and e below). 

0.2 Chart of Afar (ca'far) Phonemes 
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Stress is marked at the beginning of the stressed syllable, 
'a duy'ye na'ba this stuff is big. Syllables are of the form 
(C)V(V)(C). One exception was found with the three-consonant 

sequence str (istraa'xa well-being). 
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